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during future existences, such as digging a well, building
a resting-place, a bridge, &c.; but far more abundant are
the merits resulting from presenting a Talapoin with
one or several articles necessary to* his daily use, as they
increase proportionately to the dignity of the person to
whom the things are offered. We may judge from the
following instance of the plentiful harvest of merits which
a supporter of Phongyies is promised to reap hereafter:
He who shall make an offering of a mendicant's pot or
Thabeit shall receive as his reward cups and other utensils
set with jewels; he shall be exempted from misfortunes and
calamities, disquietude and trouble; he shall get without
labour all that is necessary for his food, dress, and lodging;
pleasure and happiness shall be his lot; his soul shall be
in a state of steadiness and tranquillity, and his passion
for the sex shall be considerably weakened. The offering
of other objects secures to the donor wealth, dignity, high
rank, pleasure, and an admittance into the fortunate
countries or seats of the Nats, where all the things are to
be met with and enjoyed that are calculated to confer on
man the greatest sum of happiness. The people believe
unhesitatingly all that is said to them in this respect, and
they gladly strip themselves of many valuable things in
order to obtain and enjoy, during coming existences, the
riches and pleasures promised to them by their Kahans.
The insecurity of property under tyrannical rulers may
operate to a certain extent in determining people to part
with their riches, and consecrate them to religious pur-
poses, rather than see themselves violently deprived of
them by the odious rapacity of the vile instruments of the
avarice, tyranny, and cruelty of their heartless princes and
governors.

It can scarcely be a matter of wonder that Buddhists
so much honour and respect a Talapoin, when we consider
that, in their opinion, he is a true follower of Buddha, who
strives to imitate his great prototype in the practice of the
highest virtues, particularly in his incomparable mortifica-